Yosemite/ Mariposa (formerly known as Central California) Integrated Regional Water Management Regional Acceptance Process Submittal

April 14, 2011

Mariposa County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD), representing the Yosemite/Mariposa IRWM region, is submitting RAP materials on behalf of the proposed IRWM region because the region is currently conditionally accepted and is therefore seeking full acceptance status.

Submitting Entity: Mariposa County Resource Conservation District, Glenn Franklin, PO Box 746, Mariposa, CA 95338, (209) 966-3431 voice, (209) 742-7508 fax, mcrcd@sti.net.

Contact: Brenda Ostrom, Project Manager, PO Box 913, Mariposa, CA 95338, (209) 966-8432 voice, (209) 742-7508 fax, bostrom@sti.net

Submittal Information

The Yosemite/Mariposa IRWM group, previously known as the Central California (CenCal) IRWM group, has prepared this regional acceptance packet in response to Department of Water Resources (DWR) guidelines and the following DWR directions:  

“The 2010 RAP cycle presents an opportunity to remove conditions received in the 2009 RAP cycle. As presented in the 2010 RAP document, the Conditionally Approved RWMG should limit submitted materials to those that relate to conditions. Based on the decision of the 2009 RAP cycle for your group, you should consider submitting supporting information and rationale relating to applicable issues of region boundaries, gap areas, cooperation/coordination, and planning efforts. Also, information with respect to significant modifications to the RWMG/IRWM Region since the last RAP cycle, if any, should be provided. All supporting information will need to be submitted by April 14, 2011.”

Below is the DWR conditional acceptance:

“Interview Conclusions- Conditional Approval for Planning Funds Only

There is significant overlap between the proposed CenCal Region boundary and the area covered by the Madera County adopted IRWM Plan and the proposed Merced IRWM Region. Because both the CenCal and Merced IRWM proposals are in the initial formulation stages, DWR encourages both IRWM Regions, along with the Madera IRWM Region to explore options on how best to structure the regional boundaries in the Tri-County area. DWR will allow the CenCal IRWM Region to apply for only planning grant funds. This region is not yet qualified to apply for implementation grant funds. DWR’s intent is to facilitate future communication and cooperation between the CenCal, Merced, and Madera IRWM Regions, to develop an optimal region(s) that fosters integration and cooperation, and does not result in overlapping and competing planning efforts.  This stated communication and cooperation, as well as optimal region(s) development, will be considered when determining future region approval and eligibility for subsequent funding rounds.”

Below are the areas along with explanations as outlined above by DWR as those that should be considered by the Yosemite/Mariposa IRWM for submittal of supporting information and rationale relating to applicable issues:

“Region Boundaries”

The CenCal regional boundary has been changed to the county boundary of Mariposa and subsequently renamed (Yosemite/Mariposa) to coincide with the documentation of the July 7, 2010 meeting between Department of Water Resources, CenCal IRWM, Merced IRWM, and Madera IRWM Groups:

“After considering the discussions of the morning, DWR decided that Madera and Merced IRWM groups can proceed with their current boundaries during the first round of grants, wherein Madera is approved to compete for planning and implementation funding, and Merced is approved to compete for planning funding. However, the current region boundary of the Central California IRWM group will be re-drawn to eliminate overlap with Madera and Merced, and, in effect, will now coincide with the boundary of Mariposa County; during the first round of grants, the Central California/Mariposa IRWM region is approved to compete for planning funding.”

“Gap Areas”

Other IRWM regions on all sides surround the Yosemite/Mariposa Region. There are no gap areas resulting from re-drawing the CenCal Region to coincide with the boundary of Mariposa County.

“Cooperation/Coordination”

Since the initial RAP application, during the pre-planning IRWMP phase, the Yosemite/ Mariposa RWMG has completed/ continued the following cooperation/ coordination tasks:

Kept current on e-mails with surrounding IRWMs including Madera, Merced, Inyo/ Mono, Tuolumne/ Stanislaus as well as the Roundtable of Regions and DWR

Met with DWR, Merced IRWM Group, and the Madera IRWM Group

Received draft memorandums of agreement from both the Merced and Madera IRWM Groups. This coordination was anticipated to be integrated during development of the Yosemite/ Mariposa IRWMP but since the planning process has not yet been funded the RWMG is reconsidering how best to proceed.

“Planning Efforts”

Since the initial RAP application, during the pre-planning IRWMP phase, the Yosemite/ Mariposa RWMG has completed the following tasks to prepare to begin the planning phase:

Requested to DWR “Specifically, we would like DWR to facilitate establishing optimal region(s) in the Tri-County area (Madera, Merced, Mariposa) as stated [in the conditional acceptance]. We would also like facilitation services for governance structure development.”

Met with DWR, Merced IRWM Group, and the Madera IRWM Group

Completed additional public outreach efforts and more presentations to stakeholder groups. This included wide distribution of bilingual (Spanish) flyers as well as efforts targeted to reach Disadvantaged Communities.

Completed an initial data gap analysis of needed information to complete the IRWM and developed an approach as well as developed cost estimates to complete the needed research

Provided ongoing IRWM updates at meetings (that are attended by stakeholders and open to the public) including the Mariposa County Resourced Conservation District, the Central Sierra Watershed Committee, and the Mariposa County Water Agency Advisory Committee

Established several subcommittees including: 

Completed a planning grant application (it was not funded)

Completed the draft goals for the Yosemite/ Mariposa IRWMP

Completed the draft prioritization of the water-related issues identified during the public and stakeholder outreach process

“Significant Modifications to the RWMG/IRWM Region”

There are no significant modifications to the Regional Water Management Group. The modifications to the IRWM Region are as described above.
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